






Key Stage 2 – Victorian Prison Life 1865

Step into the shoes of a Victorian prisoner and ignite 
imaginations through an unforgettable, immersive experience. This educational activity is based upon a case study of 

Cornelius Minty who was imprisoned in Shepton Mallet 
Gaol in 1865. His crimes and life are linked to poverty, 
prison, workhouse, hunger, and hard labour.

This activity is suitable for Key Stage 2.

Upon completing this education activity students will be Upon completing this education activity students will be 
able to:

· Describe the main causes of crime in Victorian England

· Describe the different types of punishment and how 
  prisons came to be built

· Describe different types of hard labour

· · Describe how it would have felt to be a prisoner in the    
   19th Century

The educational activity Victorian Prison Life introduces 
students to the story of Cornelius Minty, a real prisoner 
f rom 1865. Through this case study, students learn about 
life in a Victorian prison, including the tough conditions 
and hard labour that prisoners endured.

The activity helps students understand what life was like in The activity helps students understand what life was like in 
the past and why people were sent to prison. It encourages 
them to think about how life has changed since then, 
making history more relatable and engaging for young 
learners.

Learning Outcomes

Educational Activity
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Key Stage 3 - The Punishment Should Fit the Crime

This educational activity is to encourage students to 
reflect upon how crime and punishment has changed 
over the years within prison.

This activity is suitable for Key Stage 3.

Upon completing this education activity students will be 
able to:

· Understand the meaning of key words, such as· Understand the meaning of key words, such as
  deterrent and rehabilitation

· Understand how the nature of crimes and associated    
 punishments have changed over the centuries

· Describe how patterns of social trends, attitudes in 
 society, individuals as well as institutions (religion, 
 science, technology) impact how crime and 
 punishment have changed punishment have changed

· Understand changing def initions of crime over the last   
 400 years

Learning Outcomes
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Explore the evolution of crime and punishment, dive into history to 

understand how society’s views have shaped the justice system today

The educational activity, The Punishment Should Fit the Crime, 
challenges students to explore the evolution of crime and 
punishment over the centuries. This interactive session 
encourages students to reflect on the changing legal and societal 
attitudes towards various crime.

Through group discussions, students will match historical and 
contemporary crimes to their respective punishments. This contemporary crimes to their respective punishments. This 
activity develops students' critical thinking and analytical skills while 
highlighting the importance of reform, rehabilitation, and 
deterrents, as well as how society’s approach to justice has evolved.

Educational Activity











“Yr12 and 13 Criminology students 
enjoyed their day as 'prisoners' in 

Shepton Mallet Prison. 

Fascinating day hearing about the 
history, going in the cells, seeing the 
execution areas and understanding 

how prison systems worked!” 

Treorchy Comprehensive SchoolTreorchy Comprehensive School

“Thank you so much for having us we 
had a wonderful day. The organisation 
was perfect and you were so flexible. 

Thank you for incorporating Travel and 
History into the talk. The tour was 

perfect for our History GCSE and really 
brought learning to life for our students. 

Will be in touch soon with a date for Will be in touch soon with a date for 
next year” 

King Arthurs School

Shepton Mallet Prison

Shrewsbury Prison

Peterhead Prison


